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MT. PLEASANT

City accepting nomination petitions ahead of election

By Maxine McCullough
MMCCULLOUGH®@
MEDIANEWSGROUP.COM

OnNew Year’s Eve of last year, Mt.
Pleasant City Commissioner Eliza-
beth Busch resigned due to conflicts
between her life and her role as
commissioner.

“I regret having to resign,” Busch
said. “I wanted to try and do this
with as much transparency as possi-

ble.’'m currently pursuing a master’s
degree in counselling at CMU, and
T've necessitated a change in my
academic schedule. I will have a
class on Monday night, which I did
notexpect”

In Busch’s absence, the Commis-
sion appointed a new member —
Hanna Demerath, someone Busch
pushed for when she firstannounced
her resignation. Demerath’s appoint-
mentisshort-lived, though, endingin

August of this year. Because of this,
the City Commission is accepting
nomination petitions for an upcom-
ing city election.

Nomination petitions for the office
of City Commissioner are available
at the Clerk’s office at City Hall, 320
West Broadway St., from 8:00 a.m. —
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Completed nomination petitions
may be filed with the City Clerk start-
ing Monday, March 23, 2026. The

deadline to file is 4:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 21, 2026. Petitions must
have nolessthan 50 and nomore than
80 signatures.

One partial City Commission seat
isavailable for the term running from
August4,2026 through Dec. 31,2028.
The term of appointed Commissioner
Hanna Demerath expires August 4,
2026.

The city election will take place on
Tuesday, August 4,2026.

The Historic Borden Building,
where City Commissioners
hold their meetings. MAXINE
MCCULLOUGH — MORNING SUN
NEWS

LOOKING AT THE PAST

:f \"j:—

Suffragettes in the U.S. marched in celebration the day after the 19th amendment was ratified. KEYSTONE/HULTON ARCHIVE — GETTY IMAGES

A London museum opens suffragette
exhibit with help from local professor

Staffreport

The Cora di Brazza Founda-
tion, a non-profit founded by
CMU professor Hope Elizabeth
May that promotes public educa-
tion on “peace and justice history
and philosophy;” has announced
its participation in a special collab-
oration in London with the Flor-
ence Nightingale Museum and
The Philosophy Foundation,
focused on the life, legacy, and
moral significance of Nurse Cath-
erine Pine.

Pine served as personal nurse
to Emmeline Pankhurst, who
founded the Women’s Social and
Political Union (WSPU) in 1903,

and became a central figure of the
British women’s suffrage move-
ment. The British suffragette
campaign required trained nurs-
ing care because many impris-
oned women undertook hunger
strikes and were subjected to
forcible feeding—practices that
created serious medical risks and
profound ethical concerns.
Under Pankhurst’s leadership,
the WSPU helped shape a new
generation of activists, including
American suffragists Alice Paul
and Lucy Burns. After returning to
the United States, Paul and Burns
founded the National Woman’s

See LONDON on Page A5

Dr Hope Ellzabeth May’s students at Central Michigan Unlver5|ty
in a special session discussing historical, philosophical, and legal
dimensions of Nurse Catherine Pine’s legacy and suffragette medal.
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EPSTEIN FALLOUT

Former Prince
Andrew arrested
on suspicion of
misconduct in
public office

By Danica Kirka
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — Andrew Mount-
batten-Windsor, the former British
prince who was stripped of his royal
titles because of his
links to convicted
sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein,
was arrested Thurs-
day on suspicion
of misconduct in
public office.

While Andrew
has consistently
denied any wrongdoing in connec-
tion with his friendship with
Epstein, concerns about Mount-
batten-Windsor’s links to the late
financier have dogged the royal
family for more than a decade. But
the arrest of abrother of amonarch
was an extraordinary development
with no precedent in modern times
that will no doubt put more pres-
sure on the crown.

After the arrest, King Charles IIT
said that the law must take its course
in the investigation, and he sought
to reassure the British public that
he would continue to serve them.

Thames Valley Police said that
a man in his 60s from Norfolk in
eastern England was arrested and
remained in custody. The force,
which covers areas west of London,
including Mountbatten-Windsor’s
former home, did not identify the
suspect, in line with standard proce-
dures in Britain, but pointed to its
statement when asked to confirm
if Andrew was arrested.

Mountbatten-Windsor, who
turned 66 on Thursday, moved
to Charles’ estate in Norfolk after
he was evicted from his longtime
home near Windsor Castle earlier
this month.

Andrew

POLICE ARE LOOKING AT
WHETHER ANDREW SENT
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS TO
EPSTEIN

Thames Valley Police previously
said it was “assessing” reports that
Mountbatten-Windsor sent confi-
dential trade reports to Epstein in
2010, when the former prince was

See PRINCE on Page A5
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Actions made 10 years post Kalamazoo Uber shooting

By Ryan Boldrey
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KALAMAZOO — Six people
were killed and two critically
wounded by Uber driver Jason
Dalton in a five-hour period on
Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016.

The rare nature of the “mobile
mass shooting” made it particu-
larly tough on law enforcement as
multiple agencies worked together.

“It was a unique incident
because it was a mobile incident

with random targets over a large
geographic area,” said Frank Straub,
who conducted an independent
after-incident report at the request
of the agencies involved.

Dalton, who’s serving life in
prison without the possibility of
parole, struck at three locations
across the county — each under a
different jurisdiction.

Law enforcement united quickly
as they responded to each scene.
They would then saturate the
downtown area, where they located

Dalton and apprehended him.

“Ithadn’treally happened in the
U.S. before,” Straub said, referenc-
ing the 2002 Beltway shootings as
America’s only other major mobile
mass shooting incident at the time.

Straub, who headed up the
National Policing Institute’s Center
for Mass Violence Response Stud-
ies, had previously done post-anal-
ysis on the terrorist attacks in San
Bernardino and Orlando’s Pulse
Nightclub, among others.

In 30 years of law enforcement

enforcement, he had spent time as
apolice chief, was involved in coun-
terterrorism federally and was at
ground zero during 9/11.

Straub was living in Calhoun
County when Dalton’s shooting
spree unfolded.

Now, at the 10-year mark of
the tragedy, MLive/Kalamazoo
Gazette caught up with Straub and
interviewed Kalamazoo-area law
enforcement to understand what
went right and what law enforce-
ment learned from the Kalamazoo

Uber shooting.

A LOT DONE WELL

That night, a lot was done well
by area law enforcement, Straub
said. Most notably, the way depart-
ments worked and communicated
together.

The Kalamazoo County Sher-
iff’s Office was in charge of the first
shooting scene in Richland Town-
ship. The Kalamazoo Department of

See SHOOTING on Page A5

WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY __SAT. SUN.
@B H:45 H:37 H:31
80 L: 31 fL:27 &% L:20

Full weather report A8

KICKER

Visit myaccount.themorningsun.com to subscribe
to the Morning Sun, which includes access to our
e-edition. To place an ad, call 989-463-6071.

INDEX

Nation/World........ A2 Go&Do..............
News ............... A3 Ccomics .......ouinnn
Opinion............. A4 Sports ...t

71534 8



themorningsun.com | Section A | Friday, February 20,2026 5

LONDON

From Page 1

Party (NWP). Adapting
British suffragette methods
to the American context,
the NWP introduced disci-
plined civil disobedience,
mass pageantry, and, in some
cases, imprisonment, hunger
strikes, and forcible feeding.

Pine’s close proximity to
Pankhurst placed her at the
heart of the transatlantic
suffrage moment — not only
as caregiver, but as witness
to the physical and ethi-
cal costs of political exclu-
sion. In recognition of her
service, she was awarded a
suffragette medal inscribed
“For Duty.” Unlike the
better-known hunger-strike
medals, Pine’s medal empha-
sized professional obliga-
tion, care, and moral resolve.
Today, suffragette medals
are highly sought-after
historical objects, frequently
acquired by museums and
public archives throughout
the United Kingdom and
Commonwealth.

For instance, the hunger-
strike medal awarded to
Maud Joachim sold at
Bonhams in London in Octo-
ber 2023 for £41,600 (approx-
imately $51,000 USD), when
it was purchased by Glasgow
Women’s Library in Scotland,
demonstrating strong collec-
tor and institutional demand.

Nurse Pine’s medal, however,
entered a private collection in
the United States, placing it
atrisk of permanent removal
from the public educational
use she intended.

Aware of Pine’s bequest,
Dr. Hope Elizabeth May,
professor of philosophy at
Central Michigan University
and founder of the Cora di
Brazza Foundation, worked
closely with British suffrage
historian Elizabeth Craw-
ford, O.B.E., in an effort to
prevent the medal’s sale, or
at least to secure its acquisi-
tion by a UK archive. When
those efforts proved unsuc-
cessful, Dr. May acquired the
medal at auction in 2024 in
order to steward it in accor-
dance with Pine’s stated
wishes. Incorporated into
Dr. May’s interdisciplinary
teaching at Central Michi-
gan University, the medal has
since served as a focal point
for reflection on women’s
history, moral agency, and
the ethics of memory. It is
now being “called home” to
London, where it will go on
public display for the first
time at the Florence Night-
ingale Museum.

Beginning Friday, March 6,
2026, the Florence Nightin-
gale Museum will present In
Focus: Nurse Catherine Pine,
running through Sunday, Oct.
4,2026. The exhibition marks
the return of Pine’s “For
Duty” medal to London and

situates her story within the
broader histories of nursing,
suffrage, and women’s civic
courage. Dr. May, along with
Central Michigan Univer-
sity alumni active in the
Cora di Brazza Foundation,
will attend the exhibition’s
opening.

“We are delighted to
be working with Dr. May
and to be telling Catherine
Pine’s story,” said Hannah
Amos, Perseverance Cura-
tor at the Florence Nightin-
gale Museum. “We strive to
tell the little-known stories
of nurses who have helped
contribute to the field and
continued Nightingale’s
legacy. The chance to display
the medalis a fantastic oppor-
tunity for the museum and for
our In Focus series of exhibi-
tions. We are honored to be
able to fulfill Pine’s wishes
for the medal and hope that
it inspires and educates our
visitors.”

This collaboration,
launched in connection with
International Women’s Day,
carries particular resonance
as the United States enters
the semi-quincentennial year
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Although the legal
traditions of the United States
and the United Kingdom are
distinct, American law inher-
ited much from the Brit-
ish system — including the
common law, a Bill of Rights
tradition, and doctrines such

as coverture that shaped
women’s exclusion from full
civic and legal standing on
both sides of the Atlantic. In
both British and American
jurisprudence, this exclu-
sion was reinforced by prin-
ciples traceable to English
jurist and Oxford professor,
William Blackstone, whose
influential articulation of
coverture treated married
women as legally subsumed
under their husbands.
Early U.S. suffragists
such as Lucretia Mott,
Susan B. Anthony, and Eliz-
abeth Cady Stanton, explic-
itly criticized Blackstone’s
framework, urging that the
founding philosophy of the
United States was incon-
sistent with the inherited
and outdated British legal
framework. In 1888, Amer-
ican and British Women
formed the International
Council of Women to create
a transatlantic network of
reformers committed to
the vision expressed in the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence that equality for all
is a “self-evident truth.”
Working in partner-
ship with The Philosophy
Foundation, which exposes
young people to philosoph-
ical inquiry, Dr. May, the
Cora di Brazza Foundation,
and the Florence Night-
ingale Museum, are also
developing age-appropriate
educational programming

that explores posthumous
harm, last wishes, moral
agency, and the ethical
dimensions of property.
The initiative seeks to help
young people understand
both the deep historical
connections between Brit-
ish and American suffrage
movements and the endur-
ing philosophical questions
they raise.

“The Philosophy Foun-
dation is thrilled to be
working in partnership
with Dr. May and The Flor-
ence Nightingale Museum
to develop and facilitate
workshops exploring some
of the wider themes of the
Nurse Pine exhibition,” said
Kim Down, a member of
the executive team at The
Philosophy Foundation.
“Using the Pine medal as
a stimulus, our philosoph-
ical workshops will give
young people the chance
to think deeply and discuss
ideas around posthumous
ethics, suffrage, equality,
and ownership.”

“This is not simply about
returning an object to
London,” said Dr. May. “Itis
about repairing an injury —
whether intentional or not
— to Catherine Pine’s legal
right to direct her property
to a charitable, educational
use. That right was part of
her moral personality and
autonomy, and respecting
itis a duty.”

PRINCE

From Page 1

Britain’s special envoy for
international trade. Those
reports stemmed from corre-
spondence between the two
men that was among the
millions of pages of docu-
ments from the U.S. Justice
Department’s investiga-
tion into Epstein that were
released last month.

“Following a thorough
assessment, we have now
opened an investigation into
this allegation of miscon-
duct in public office,” Assis-
tant Chief Constable Oliver
Wright said in a statement.
“We understand the signif-
icant public interest in this
case, and we will provide
updates at the appropriate
time.”

Police also said they were
searching two properties.

The arrest came after
pictures circulated online
that appeared to show
unmarked police cars at
Wood Farm, Mountbat-
ten-Windsor’s home on
the Sandringham Estate in

Norfolk, with plainclothes
officers gathering outside.

The allegations being
investigated Thursday are
separate from those made
by Virginia Giuffre, who
claimed she had been traf-
ficked to Britain to have sex
with Andrew in 2001, when
she was just 17. Giuffre died
by suicide last year.

Still, Giuffre’s family
praised the arrest, saying:
“Today, our broken hearts
have been lifted at the news
that no one is above the law,
not even royalty.”

The family added: “He was
never a prince. For survivors
everywhere, Virginia did this
foryou.”

A‘SPECTACULAR FALL
FROM GRACEFE’

“This is the most spec-
tacular fall from grace for a
member of the royal family
in modern times,” said Craig
Prescott, a royal expert at
Royal Holloway, University
of London.

The last time a senior Brit-
ish royal was arrested was
almost 400 years ago during
the reign of King Charles I

that saw a growing power
struggle between the crown
and Parliament.

After the king attempted
to arrest lawmakers in the
House of Commons in 1642,
hostilities erupted into the
English Civil War, which
ended with victory for the
parliamentary forces of
Oliver Cromwell.

Charles was arrested,
tried, convicted of high trea-
son and beheaded in 1649.

KING CHARLES Ill SAYS
THE INVESTIGATION
INTO ANDREW MUST
TAKE ITS COURSE

The late Queen Eliza-
beth II forced Mountbat-
ten-Windsor to give up royal
duties and end his charitable
work in 2019 after he tried
to explain away his ties to
Epstein during a catastrophic
interview with the BBC.

But more details about
the relationship emerged in
a book published last year,
and Charles stripped him of
the right tobe called a prince
and ordered him to move.

Then came the unprec-
edented announcement

last week that Buckingham
Palace was ready to cooperate
in the eventof a police inquiry
into Mountbatten-Windsor’s
links to Epstein.

Charles was forced to act
after the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment released millions of
pages of Epstein documents
that revealed the extent of
his relationship with Mount-
batten-Windsor and showed
that their correspondence
continued long after Epstein
pleaded guilty in 2008 to
soliciting a minor for pros-
titution.

Epstein was arrested
on sex trafficking charges
brought by federal prosecu-
tors in New York in 2019. He
took his own life in jail while
awaiting trial.

After Thursday’s arrest,
Charlesissued a statement to
reiterate that he would coop-
erate with the investigation.

“Let me state clearly: the
law must take its course,”
the king said. “As this process
continues, it would not be
right for me to comment
further on this matter.”

He addressed the British
public, saying: “My family

and I will continue in our
duty and service to you all”

He signed the statement
Charles R., in line with the
convention that British
monarchs use to sign their
names, with the R. standing
for rex, Latin for king

IT°’S UNCLEAR HOW LONG
ANDREW WILL BE HELD

Policing commenta-
tor Danny Shaw told the
BBC that in most cases,
suspects are held between
12 and 24 hours and are
then either charged or
released pending further
investigation.

The absolute longest the
former prince can be held for
is 96 hours — but this would
require multiple extensions
from senior police officers
and a Magistrate’s Court. It
isunclear what time Andrew
was arrested.

Andrew will be placed in
“a cellin a custody suite” with
just“abed and a toilet,” where
he will wait until his police
interview.

“There’ll be no special
treatment for him,}{ Shaw
said.
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Public Safety led the second
scene at a Seelye car dealer-
ship on Stadium Drive. And
the Michigan State Police
headed up the final scene
outside a Cracker Barrel, just
off 1-94 in Texas Township.

“Theresponse, even to the
initial shooting, was quick,”
Straub said. “Folks did a good
job in terms of processing
the scene, putting out infor-
mation and getting good
witness statements. That
became helpful later as the
day progressed.”

Straub pointed out the
quick thinking of a Kalama-
zoo County dispatcher who
reached back out to a caller
from earlier in the day who
reported Dalton driving
erratically. The dispatcher
asked for a photo of the
driver, which was shared.

That allowed law enforce-
mentto connect the first two
shootings, and soon the third.

Despite Dalton swapping
out his vehicle after the first
shooting, witness video from
the second scene let officers
know they were dealing with
one suspect.

“The heads of the agen-
cies and the prosecutor came
together in areal way, all leav-
ing egos at the door, to figure
out how do we manage this
situation, how do we use
the evidence to identify the
shooter and ... how do we
locate them,” Straub said.

That collaborative
response and Dalton’s quick
apprehension saved lives, he
said.

Kalamazoo County Sheriff
Rick Fuller agreed.

“Following the second
shooting (at Seelye), we
called all off-duty units in
and said, ‘If you’re able, get
in,” Fuller said recently. “That
information was put out to all
area police agencies. There
wasn’t a police agency in the
county that didn’t do some-
thing that night.

“Everybody was one unit
that night.”

KNOWING WHO YOU’RE
WORKING WITH

The ability to respond in
a coordinated manner in the
mobile mass shooting didn’t
happen by accident, Straub
wrote in his analysis.

The three lead law
enforcement agencies that
night were accustomed to
working together during
routine and complex inves-
tigations. They also trained
together on routine regional
response.

Moving forward, Straub
wrote, training should
include unprecedented
events such as the one that
occurred that night.

“The uniqueness posed
by the mobility of the active
shooter in this case created
challenges for the respond-
ing agencies,” he wrote.

While officers and depu-
ties had active shooter train-
ing prior to the incident,
they hadn’t all been trained
together, he said.

Many of the respond-
ing officers hadn’t regularly
participated in SWAT oper-
ations before, Straub said.
Therefore, all officers should
be equipped with the right
tactical gear for when this
type of situation arises.

Still, Straub wrote favor-
ably of how the agencies
responded.

A l4-year-old girl survived
the third shooting because of
the medical trauma training
ofthe KDPS officers on scene,
something all departments
should be trained in, Straub
wrote.

BEING PREPARED FOR
ANOTHER SHOOTING

The second and third
shootings occurred less than
15 minutes apart, between
10:05 and 10:18 p.m. No one
else would be shot or killed
that night.

Yet, as soon as law enforce-
ment realized they were
looking for one suspect tied
to three scenes, they set up
an Emergency Operations
Center at Kalamazoo Valley
Community College.

The EOC was never

Shooting survivor Tiana Carruthers walks out of the
courthouse after Jason Dalton plead guilty to six counts

of murder and several other charges at the Kalamazoo
County Courthouse on Monday, Jan. 7,2019 in Kalamazoo,
Michigan. Dalton, who was driving for Uber at the time shot
eight people killing six of them, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016.
Opening statements in the trial were scheduled to begin
Tuesday, Jan. 8. JOEL BISSELL — MLIVE

utilized, however, due to
Dalton’s arrest at 12:40 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 21.

Within 20 minutes of the
arrest, Fuller, KDPS Chief
Jeff Hadley and Kalama-
zoo County Prosecutor Jeff
Getting were already meeting
to coordinate the subsequent
investigation.

At 4 a.m., roughly 40
personnel from the involved
agencies met to coordinate.

The first media briefing,
led by Getting, was held at 7
a.m. Getting would handle all
communications for the vari-
ous agencies throughout the
case.

“One thing I think we did
well, is we understood imme-
diately that this case was
going to get a lot of attention
and we were going to get a
lot of open record requests,”
Hadley said. “I, for one, was
concerned that misinforma-
tion would get out there, not
intentionally, but that it could
jeopardize and compromise
the criminal investigation
because we had someone
in custody and we had to
prepare for trial eventually”

For thatreason, all the infor-
mation would funnel through
Getting, whose office would
prosecute the case, he said.
Straub approved of that move.

“There is significant

potential for conflicts and
confusion in the release
of information when each
agency is operating under
different media guidelines,”
he wrote.

It was also important to
show the public the unified
front of the agencies working
together, he wrote.

At the time, none of the
agencies had a dedicated
public information officer
or spokesperson to serve asa
liaison between lead officials,
the media and the public.

That was something to
address, Straub wrote. All
agencies now have a dedi-
cated spokesperson who
controls messaging during
critical incidents.

MENTAL HEALTH IN THE
AFTERMATH

Law enforcement also
worked together to ensure
everybody involved got the
mental health help they
needed.

The first debriefing by
the sheriff’s office’s Critical
Incident Stress Management
Team was attended by more
than 50 people the morning
after the shooting.

The debriefing was
opened up to medical work-
ers, law enforcement officials
and others connected to the

Shooting survivor, Tiana Carruthers, pauses as she
addresses Jason Dalton before he was sentenced to life

in prison without possibility of parole on six counts of
murder and several other charges at the Kalamazoo County
Courthouse in Kalamazoo, Michigan on Tuesday, Feb. 5,
2019. Dalton, who was driving for Uber at the time shot
eight people killing six of them, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016.
He plead guilty to all 16 charges on Jan. 7 the day before

his long-awaited trial was slated to begin. JOEL BISSELL —

MLIVE

incidents, Fuller recounted.
The team, established in
2012, was designed by the
sheriff’s office to make sure
people are not forgetting to
breathe or close themselves
off to others after going
through trauma, Fuller said.
It’s also there to connect law
enforcement with resources,

ifneeded.

“The fact that innocent
lives are taken, I think affects
the community anytime,”
Straub said. “But it also can
affect generations.”
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to the meeting.

7 days notice.
Contact: Kristin Derby, Clerk

989-433-5413

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Isabella Township Board has postponed the public hearing
on the proposed township budget for fiscal year 2026-2027 at
3929 E Rosebush Rd. to March 2, 2026, at 7:00 pm. *The property
tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed
budget will be a subject of this hearing. A copy of the budget
will be available for public inspection at 3929 E. Rosebush Rd. prior

The Township will provide necessary reasonable services to
individuals with disabilities at the public hearing meeting upon

3929 E. Rosebush Rd., Rosebush, M| 48878




